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PAINE'S VINDICATION 



Address at the One Hundred and First 
Anniversary of the Death of 
Thomas Paine 



Mr. Chairman, LadlOJ tod 
Gentlemen: 

Foremost among the Revolut- 
ionary patriots stands the name 
of Thomas Peine. His name 
kinked inseparably with the noble 
men who "brought forth upon 
this continent a new nation, 
Mired in liberty, and dedicated 
to the proposition that al 
arc created five and equal, 

As tn American patriot, Paine 
stands wiith Jeff WOP and Wash- 
ington in point Oi scrviee to the 
country, and in unselfishness he 
stands in the unprejudiced mind 

higher than they, for we must re* 
member thai America 

was an adopted country and not 
his native land. 

When Thomas Paine was born 
at Thetford on Jan. 29, 17:57, tl 

came Into being a man who 

destined to shape the aJfairs 
the civilized world. A man whose 
influence was to be felt every- 
where, and especially In three of 
the future great powers. 

ILis birth was practically 
obscurity, but! the man was not to 
long remain in that obscurity. 

In America he fought with pen 
and musket* !|jid to him belongs 
the credit for a continuation of 
the hostilities with the mother 
country until the war was brought 
to a successful termination. 

In France, his grandest act, and 
the act, most characteristic of the 
man, wa.s his plea against 
death of the king, and for this he 
nearly lost his life 

It 'is seldom in the history of 
the world that we run across 
man whose held of activity is 
wide and extensive as was that of 
Thomas Paine, His Held waa un- 
limited, either as u> place or sub- 
ject I lis own words show this. 
Anything that had to do with the 
welfare of humanity interested 
hi,,, personally and vitally, 
had no particular sphere; he waa 
universal. He concerned himself 
with all that had to do with the 
happiness of mankind and he 
went, cheerfully wherever that 
gnat, broad, unselfish concern led 
MM . ... 

\lv subject today is the vindi- 
cation of Thomas Paine. In this 
day and age. it should not be nec- 
essary to vindicate a man who, 
in his life, did so ii.ueh. and 
many ways, tor the bene 
mankind, —who ga 
so unselfishly and 
It should not be licccs 
to say that this man w 
that he was not. a drill 
he was not beastly : th 
QOt lilthy. And if it were not tor 
„„. love of God thai some folkl 

have or imagine they have, U 
were not for the love ol theii 

Imavenl.v lather which some folk: 
ha ve had or have inia-ined tilt-} 
have had in the past, it \\<M UD 
NOT be necessary to vindicate 
this man. If it were not for the 

Infatuation of some folks for their 
,;,„! lot their Bible, for theii 
ligion, we would not need to 
and keep on Baying, that 1 h< 
Paine was not a bad man; that 
the world is not the worse for his 
having lived. Hut what truth, 
what good, "hat lov 



generously 



| not bad ; 

card; that 



|HiC 



to ( 



reli._'io 



falsehood, evil and hatred I What 
more natural than the hatred 
come from a book that tea. dies it I 
Paine was acclaimed a great 
man wheu he attacked earthly 

tyranny; even the clergy joined 

In kinging his praises then. That 
was before he wrote the u Ag« ot 

Reaeon," 1111(1 , "' W1,s 11 -" < " 1 " ,iin 
i,, th,. eyes of all. lie had 
yet attacked tin' tyrants of he 

en, but had confined his effort! 

the destruction of cruelty and 
pression 011 earth. lie had not 
yet knocked at the clergy's sup- 



port, not yet shown them up in 
their real light and so he was ac- 
ceptable and satisfactory to them 
at that, time 



Before 



he wrote the 



'Age of 



Thomas Paine 

versally acknowledged as a ben- 
efactor of mankind, excepting in 

Ions: as he limited his activity and 
gave his attention only to the .le- 
st ruction of tj rants on earth, 
Paine w as a hero in the eyes of 
all. Hut the moment he carried 
his work to the clouds, the mo- 
ment he transferred his scene of 
action, and ■veiled his attack af 
the throne of (Jod, the moment he 
carried his work where it logic- 
ally led him, and destroyed the 
tyrants of heavei, toOn from the 
people their cr-i-1 rulir ir. the iky 
-that mom'i t he drew down up 
on hims-if touea nud villi'icat'o.r. 
end this ban* uid villi cpiiun 



this da; 



And 



itan, 



■ it Mid. 
the nc 



Iht 



ruth I 



from the pulpit and hosts of god, 
and a,0C0fd to Thomas Paine hda 

What Untrue of Thomas Paine 
in this reran! is true of all great 
men who. in their lives have help- 
ed to make the wor ld move for- 
ward. It is a sure result. This 
abuse and slander is always cer- 
tain to follow any man or woman 
who refuses to bow to the shams 
and sii|>erstitiona of the timfe or 
to cater to the popular traditions 
and beliefs. It is sure to follow 
any man or WOMB who dares to 
speak and act the truth, who is 
guided by their reason. No man 
or woman can even yet announce 
an important scientific discovery 
or belief, if it conflicts with the 
popular religion and popular su- 
perstition, without drawing from 
th.- sampa of god a hostile fire. 
It always seems to be a fact that 
the more a man loves god, the 
more he hates his fellow man. And 

Vl paine denied the god of the 

Bible. Paine would have nothing 
from such a god. This cruel deity 
conflicted too much with his idea 

of the righta of man. Paine 'a idee 

of a happy state was Free. loin, 
and not Slaverv: Liberty, and not 

And 



of death I 



[> hi; 



l.St 



thoughts about, religion in gener- 
i h< I Christianity in particular, 
he drew down apon himself tihe 
Wanting wratih of those pious 
i.lc who tell us to love " 



nor deny his logic. And so, with 
customary skill in such matters, 
they abused him, slandered him, 
villified him. And they have not 
yet. eea.se.l lying about him. And 
so, while it should not be neces- 
sary for Thomas Paine to be vin- 
dicated, we afloat brand as con- 
temptible lies these shameful tales 
which have had their origin in the 
pulpit 

Standing at the head of these 
priestly lies is the charge— most 
important to the clergy— .that 
Tom Paine recanted on ''is death 
bed, and e\prtss<-d great regret 
at ever having written the "Age 
of Ueason." i have WUadeaod 
many times why the I nag toned 
worshippers find such keen de- 
light in the at 
infidels die in terror of a god and 
hei-caffr about which no one 
knows anything, when every one 
of the faithful dies without a fear 
or regret. They all POM away 

p.-,- fully and contented, of 

course. The clergy seem to think 
it wholly impossible for a man t" 
use his reason, and be true to 
himself and his conviellioiLs ; for 
I man to die as h* has lived. guid- 
ed by reason and the lawa of na- 
ture, and without a reference to 
or dependence on the miraculous 
or supernatural. They don't seem 
to think it is possible for a man to 
balance the accounts of this life, 
close his books and bid farewell, 
without grasping at an extreme 
unction or a wafer or something 
of tihat sort, — some manufactured 
article put out by the theolog- 
ians' factory. T'"'y don't seem to 
believe that any man can possibly 
bid this Life and world adieu, un- 
less his sick room is filled with 
flickering candles and his pillow 
graced with a crucifix, and a sorry 
looking priest or pmeher comes 

and praises god, pffUyl god, asks 
..,.,1 and thanks god in the cus- 

tomary way. Prayer in the sick 

room of a rational man or woman 
must certainly be comforting 

Prayer the preyec forgot to 

end.)* 

Well the elergy and the faith- 
ful followers of the Fathers and 
the Raverenda, seem to think it is 

impossible for a man to die with- 
out first neahing peace (whatever 
that may be). And so wlr'n a man 



docs pass away In peao 



and with- 



, and I 

>. thai 



.f the em 

died 



r that it is better 
, receive. Those 
• who pay the salaries 



i Thoi 



I IV 



disturb 
... Their sleep in 
.Icsus was annoyed. lie would 

arouse them I'r this lethargy 

and have them think, and this they 
resented as they always do. If 

her.- is anything ■ devout Chrhn- 
an dislikes to do it is to think. 
|e prefers to pay men to do that 
or him 

Thomas Paine espoused a new 
cause; he expounded a new gos- 
pel a goapel of reason and love, 

ami e. n sense; a religion of 

humanity and equality ; he would 
make the world a better place in 
which to live, ami would banish 
sorrow from, the world And. of 
course, this was too much for Un- 
faithful. They Immediately ar- 
rayed themselves a gainst him. 
With their usual keen perception 
rhe.v at once proceeded to get OB 
the' WTOng side, as they always do 
d always have, but let us hope. 



wdl. 



The. 



B immediately against this 
man. They could not answer his 
arguments.' refute 



, .. wish or regret, these hosts 
of god draw upon their vivid 
imaginations and begin to take 
themselves seriously. And if there 
is anything in which the fathers 
of the flocks excel it is in conjur- 
ing up mental productions, good 
ami bad. beautiful and terrible. 
It is a part of their business. The 
good things are held out as prom- 
ises ami the had ones as threats. 
And so between th" two the Fath- 
ers and the Reverends draw their 
pay. living well with a small ex- 
penditure of effort 

That Thomas Paine did not 
ehange the opinions he held about 

religion during his life-time, is 
shown conclusively by the letters 
Of eye witnesses. That he was not 
a drunkard is proven to t h e fair 
mind by the works of the man. if 
in no other way. It has been 

claimed that while writing the 

"Age of Reason". Faine was gen- 
erally drunk; but the only evi- 
dence n aaary to refute this lie 

is to submit AM "Age of Reason 

itself. Nto fair-minded man or 

woman in the world will say but 
what that work is a master-piece 
Of a sane and sober mind. These 
aeeiisations have been made 
Igainel Paine and both have been 
proven false. 

I cannot, will not believe this 

man wa.s bad; that 

jeetionablc character, excepting 
perhaps to the tiheologians and ty- 



rants, as some of us an? objection- 
able t" thein 

Were there not statements and 
letters of good men and good 



. th. 



effect that Thomas 
ml that he 
death, did 



did not die a dm 
not die disgraced? Were there nc 
such statements and letters show- 
ing that. Thomas I'aine died as 
he bad lived— a Man. I would still 
refuse to believe that the man who 
wrote the ' ' Righta of Man," and 
"Common Sense," who cheered 
and inspired men at the front 
with The Crisis." and who in 
the face of Death wrote the "Age 
of Reason," died a hypocrite and 
a slave to vice. I would still deny 
that, the man who said, "The 
tiy Country, — to do 
Religion," died so 
worthless, when he 
, good and so useful 

T. C. JEFFERIE8. 
o., June 8, 1910. 
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PLAYING DEATH MARCH ON 
A WASH BOARD. 



' Bditoi 
Tim 



Now that she is dead, the poor 
wife at the onery profligate _ h 

mourned mourned b. cause 
lisef. lnes> 

bly imour 
be still a 



i end and possi- 

lape* there may 
of Manhood in 



The 



death 



ndc 



mothei 

of the fact that women in large 
numbers are ekeing out their lives 
in a vain attempt to play the part 
of motherhood, wifehood, serv- 
ant and the family bread 



lliov 



-down, 
in 



there 



king n 
Vinton, do you rappoa 

Readers.' 

We are unable to anew 
own qneation but we hav 
the situation up pretty 
and we have come to the 
sion that there are at leaat fifty 
►vweV-ids and fathers in Vinton 
who ought to be made to walk the 
plank on a general charge of 
oneryness. 

Think of a man. mind you. who 
will kill time loafing around town 
while his wife, the mother of his 

children, works to support h n 
and the children! Think of a 
(fvvernioent boast in? of enlight- 
enment, that will permit a hus- 
band to so neglect his family du- 
ties and t«» so bemoan himself as 
to rety on the efforts of a wife 
to support him. ami he capable ot 
work! 

We have laws protecting dnaal 
animals— nil of which is very 
good. We also have laws torbid- 
dfalg the slaughter of certain 
kinds of birds, all of which is 
very idealistic, but we have no 
law that will protect the over- 
worked, unloved, brow-beaten, 

stave-driven mothers and wives. 
Out upon your protection soci- 
eties your cat infirmaries, and 
vour hospitals for dogs, while 
wives who have become mothers 
are left at the mercy of brutal, 
la/.v. whisky-soaked husbands. 
And the husband that is onery 
an.l la/.v is not necessarily a whis- 
kv soak*, cither. As a rule, whis- 



THE BASIS 



Of Christianity and Why the World 
Needs a Savior 



illy Chauniug Severance; 

Everything ttiat exists must 
have a basis to rest on, and the 
Christian religion ia no exception. 

Aow let us see what it dues real 
on, ana why we need the servi- 
ces ot a long dead and much dei- 
ned Jew named Jesus. 

The Christian religion is found- 
on the story of Adam aud Eve, 
which appears in th^ book of Gen- 
esis, and was written no one 
kiluws wtien and by whom. It 
s.arts out like a fiction si ny to 
amuse idle nuuds, and has all the 
car marks ot an imaginary tale; 
and yet such :s the power of blind 
faith in credulous immunity, ever 
i. ady and willing to bJiievo any- 
thing said tu have occurred in Hie 

cuatanC past, tins th>h> etory, tins 
sitly fable, has been accepted by 

untold null ions for thousands of 
years as a true and indisputable 
tact. 



the 



have 



having paaaed an eternity of 
nine in darkness, silence and the 
contemplation of his latent pow- 
ers aim characteristics, at but de- 
cided to make the material uni- 
verse we now behold — out of no- 
thing — aud on this earth to cre- 
ate endless forms ot lile that 
should culminate in human br- 
ings, whose duties should be to 
worship aim and lo reproduce 
liheir species. *iod spoke every 
form oi life into existence (.a very 
easy way J until he got to Adam, 
his last and crowning eftort; then 
lie adopted a new plan, 'taking 
the dust of uhe ground t.auJ pre- 
sumably a little water to make a 
suitable mixture) lie moulded the 

form of a man, and proceeded IB 
olow some air into his uoae which 
sorted bhl wind pump, when lo! 
and behold! the father of the hu- 
aared, and he called 



the Garden 



I Adai 



appea 



"Who told you that you were 
naked.'" said Uod, "have you 
been eating oil' the tree of knowl- 
edge?" 

Adam admitted he had, and 
then like the, contemptible coward 
he wa.s, he thought to evade God's 
anger by throwing the blame on 
Eve. Eve, with woman's natural 
timidity, sought escape from pun- 
ishment, by throwing the reap on 
■bility for their actions onto the 
serpent. Her excuse had great 
force and weight with God, for he 
turned to the serpent and let 
forth his anger in a torrent of 
Words; anil as a punishment, eon- 

1 .Mr. Serpent, t,. erawi on 



icllv 



i loa 



• livec 



which would indicate the unrea- 
sonable supposition that previ- 
ously he had walked on the tip of 
his tail. God then turned to Kvc 

and pronounce. I this scntcn Q 

her for disobedience : "I will 
gfeetly multiply thy sorrows and 
thy conception; in sorrow thou 
shalt bring forth children; and 
thy desire shall be to thy husband 
and he shall rule over thee.' 

Turning then to Adam, g.mI 
condemned him t<» eat his bread 

ill the sweat of his face ; and then 
he dtOVa both Of them out of the 

ii of Bden, and 



i ha 



Whole 



I hi t his foolish, .simple, absurd 
and ridiculous story, we find the 
whole struct in f Christ ianity 

renting i for that helMro system of 

religion tells us that sin ciuiie into 
the WOrM throng! Adam's act. in 
eating fruit contrary to God's 
com mand. Itecau.se of that fact, 
we arc all sinners, and God lias 
doomed the whole race to endless 
torture in a hell of tire and brim- 
stone, excepting those only who 
receive Jesus as their Savior, and 
are properly baptized. 

When tin's,' facts arc calmly 

and rationally oonaidered, h deea 
not seem possible that human be- 
ings have been such credulous 
fools as to believe them for thou- 
sands of years, or that they are 
still believe, I by millions at the 
present time. Hut we know they 



l the life 

nily. 



kv plays a leading pan in 

Of a low-down head of the 

but there are men an onery that 
they haven't even the excuse for 

being onery beeanee they ue 
booaoflghtera 

The* say that a fallen woman 



1 deep. 
Ill « 



. We 



harlot in 



n. the 
i "biea- 



will bun 
il'e plays 
„• wash- 



leprav 

L m. s tenderloin is i 

pared to the man 

around town while 
the death march 

This brief editorial is intended 
for every man in Vinton who 
feels that his measure has been 
taken and that the ^fluent j 8 „ 
fit. 
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s. the QUEEN a 
CRESCENT ROUTE will 
round trip tickets. July and 

4. urood returning until July &, 
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1'uttiug him into 
Which lie called Eden, he pro- 
eeedeJ to tell Adam what he 
could and must not do. lie 
could cat from every tree in the 
garden out one, but must not go 
near the tree of knowledge of 
good and evil and cat from it, or 
nc would surely die that very day 
— preaunaably of appendicitis. 

After laying down these rules 
for Adam's ouidancc. the thought 
came to him all at once and very 

unexpectedlyi that il fm Uot 

good for Adam, to be alone, with 
nothing but beasts and cattle, so 
he would make him a help-meet, 
and immediately he put Adam to 

sleep by hypnotic power, cut out 

0Ha ot ins I ll's, sewed up the hoW uue ■hum s serious eousiuera- 
ln his riesh with antiseptic dress- tlon. Vet on these monstrous ab- 
ing, and by hocus-pocus methods surdities am | puerile conceptions 
made that raw and bloody rib in- of tt God great enough to control 
to a t'ldl grown and beautiful: the universe, as Christians assert 
woman, ami brought her into tfce he does, billioui ,,| dollara have 

niaannni of Adam without eo| been drawn out of the pockets of 
much as a mother-hubbard on. both fools and wise men; and be- 
lt scenes ahoy got acquainted very cause of belief in t'hesc utterly un- 

qttiehiy, ami being hungry start- 



do y 

and that IUO.iKM) priests and 
preachers in this country alone 
ina.ke a good living and seeiuv all 
the material comforts of this life, 
by teaching and perpetuating 
these rank and rotten supersti- 
tions. It does not seem as though 
any man with a spoonful of brains 
in his head could be found to be- 
lieve these things, or to give them 



ed for soineUhillg to cat ; aud while 
Adam wa.s tolling her that God 

had forbidden the eating of the 

fruit on the tree Of knowledge of 
good and evil, which, if done, 
would be followed with sure 
death. A serpent that could talk 
like a human being, and iw plainly 
ami distinctly as lialauin's ass did 
centuries afterwards, MUM along 
and began to give his vices on 
the subject, and to colli radiet Cod 

by telling both of them they could 
eat all they wanted to and not 
die. He was so positive and cer- 
tain in his reaaarha to that effect 
ghat they concluded to try the 

fruit on the tree of knowledge, 
and did so. The result was .puck 
ly felt. thOUgfa they did not die, 
lis the serpent had predicted 



at 



Hi- 



ed of 



methei-liubbanl. and Adam a pair 
of breeches; but nothing of the 
kind was within their reach, so 
tlhey begun sewing tig leaves to- 
gether to make aprons 

About that time they heard God 

ealhng Adam, and taking him 

where he was, for he evidently 
failed to see him with his infinite 
eyesight. Adam, though greatly 
terrified, told him he was aiding 
u the garden because naked. 



teachings of the institution known 
as Christianity, the most costly 
buildings ever aeen on the surface 
Of Ma earth hav.' been erected. 
In all ages, no matter how |>oor 
the | pic the Christian religion 

has been the conspicuous embo.li 
meiit of wealth and power, and on 



this adai 



id alwa. 



ii.l Kv 



, ,1c, 



tided I 



if 



did 



n,,r enter this world through 
Adam, it did not OOOM at all ; and 
if he is necessary to account for 
it, he cannot be dispensed without 



• the 



ed 



»e a Chris 
I the Ada 



1 be 



I Kvc 

with all its details, for without it 
they have aoihig *» show that 
man ever fell. OT incurred the 
anger of God to such an extent 
that he cursed lo the end of time 
the whole human race. 

I have said that wise men and 
fools have believed this mess of 
nonsense, and I wish to refer to 
one man that lives in history, and 
will long live, because of his men- 
tal powers. Samuel Johnson, of 
Bngland, is the man. It is on 
record that when death was ap- 
proachdttg, ' bis C ar of il was 
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CHARLES CHILTON MOORE. 



aid i 




telli ihciii tlinl ili 
asleep, they lantrli 
hut he soon settles that* laughter 
by taking the maid bgr the hand 
and telling hat to arise, that slip 
li i 1 slept Ioiil' enough: tad she 

{jumped up. Da yoi call thnt rais- 
ing thfl dend .' if so. Own raising 
the dend is mi . .very-day occur- 



other case is that of the 1 

raising of Lamms, tn this case, 

like in the for r. Jesus first J 

state* that Lazarus is "not dead, 

bnl sleepetli." However, he soon 
changes his r 
Lazarua is d< 
■ letter. 



own efforts 



I hey do; M 
living persii 
must helievi 
efcr 



'hey shall be atriet- 
K hisions and those 

at through 
rtWjr. Others, of 
hold the same views, 
t believe them because 
it her do we want any 
B to tell us what we 
t Would much rather 
ling that ourself. 
has provided all who 
breathe the breath of life with 
brains enough for self protection. 
„,„ So tlmt MUM we choose rather 
.... „nd BUI thai to do W» OWB thinking and rea- 
--eontradiMs him- ■•"■f**" ea» see no reason why 
OUT conclusion is, " ur views and opinions on the 



his 
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111 ease Jem doesn't tell the 
h in the Snl statement, that 
second is sure to be n false- 

ood. 

Then to make desperate still 
m>. ivf tind that .lestis wants 
11 his deceptive works, such as 
airing the dead, curing lepers.: 
Bating nti dV 



na and topics of life 
should not be as near correct as 
any living man 'a. If others had 
the advantage, then I would not 

be so eonlident in my assertions, 
and would listen gladly) but we 
know this is not the case. 
Take, for- instance, that man 
ng himself the vice-Cerent of 



blind, ete.. all carried on ' 
under the secret service plan. For," 
instance, he will pretend to cure ' 



tod the Pope of Rome — who sits 
P in the Holy of Holies and 

laims to have communication 
some one of a loathsome disease; witli tilings outside this life. Can 
then ■traightway will sharge him ««U ""' more about a (iod 
to tell no man. Time and again he I 0 * ■ life than I In capable 

does this. Hut why this secrecy, <« finding out myself? As Jesus 



if he is doii 
sqnaral This 
deception) foi 
not suit the 
years ago, it i 



• h 



work on the ] "ays. "I tell you. nay!" Does he 
fool prove! the '"' :m . v Other living person ix)ssesa 

is teachinga did qpatttiei thai don't belong to met 
ie two thousand The very thought of such a thing 
Likejy they will «ould be R slur upon the dignity 
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lie calls them 
ils, hypoeritea and a genera- 
of vipers,'' for not believing 
then, and wants to know how 
can'eseape thfl damnation of •: 
hell. What would he call them rowing 
now / J doing 

Hut • search thfl Scriptures. souiug. 
: HC MM you ■* sea.rjh:u t , for una, 
truth, the more you search the leaa 
you will find, and finally will give 
up in despair. 

Yours in search of truth. 

JOEL if. BERRY. 



Of the Gtod they pretend to love 



So with a fair understanding 
thai we are doing husmess entire- 
our own hook, that we are 
| our own boat, that we are 
our own thinking and rea- 
aking our own conclus- 
ill at onee commence an 
investigation of some of the most 
diiiicult problems with which 
hunuuiity has to contend. 

The first thai presents itself 
will be that of a Clod. Upon this 
subject we will have very little to 
say. from the fact that we know 
so very little about a God that we 
deem it best not to talk too muck 
about something that we don't 
lOT can't possibly know anything 
bout. We will leave that subject 
fers'to'l ee O'N'eill Brown, Deru-jfor the poor, deluded minister to 
.,-atic leader of the House, who expose Jus iguoranceu pon. Our 
M been charged with bribing own views u^n this subject are 
( has A White, as a "strong, high these: \\ e can t hud any god 
„.in,l'«d (iod-f earing, honorable outside of Nature. Consequently 
l.orimer recalls a 1 the best and only truthful conclu- 
j onee had witklsion we can arrive at, is to hon- 
i on an occasion ; est ly say that we "don't know." 



THE BIBLE AND INTEGRITY. 

Senator Lorimer of Illinois, in 
uikiug an attack before the Sen- 
,, on the Chicago Tribune and t 



OF PATIENCE. 

Wlnthrop Ames, head of tho New 
Theater snld at a recent dinner In 
New York: 

"We shall have some day. here In 
America, a theater equnl to the Com- 
edle Francalse, but a Comedle Fran- 
calse Is not built up In a day. We 
must be patient — aa patient aa that 
long line of fishermen always Ashing, 
Ashing silently, In the stream that 
flows on the Comedle Francnlse's 
south. 

" Have you flahed long In this 



answered, without lifting 
from his cork, 'eleven yea 
this very spot, I had an 
bite.' "—Washington Star. 



Noised Abroad. 

He — I thought our 
to be kept a secret for six months? 

She— Yes, that was the engagement. 

He— Well, we've been engaged less 
than a week and half the people In 
tow n know of It. 

She — I don't see how that can be. 

to a soul. 

He— Ob, I don't doubt that—but are 
you quite sure you didn't use a mega- 
phone? 




"Maybe It Is," admitted the weary 
one as he started on. "I'd forgotten 
having met you. I was In the peni- 
tentiary last week."— Success Mag- 
azine. 



What Die) Affect Him. 
Said He — Yes, I spent six weeks in 
the mountains of Switzerland last sum- 
mer for the beneflt of my health. 



tomed to the high altitudes And it dif- 
ficult to breathe there. Do you And 
it BO? 

Said He— Not at Arst. But when the 
hotel proprietor presented his bill It 
nearly took my breath away. 



THE8E MOVING DAYS. 



Mill I 



pleasant dial 
thfl l!-". Br 
When tiny w< 



re discussing the Bi- Our idea 
e course of the con- nature 
^eraation "the lion. Brown said ' there is 
that he "believed the Bible from [of natu 
cover to cover." 




Let us tell tne readers 
of the Blade what you are doing an 
what you are thinking. 

SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES. 



honest truth seeker to seach the 
Scriptures. Not because of the 
vast amount of truth we think 
they will tind. but of the enorm- 
ous quantity they will not find. 
The Apostle John says: "Search 



of a God is this: Eifiier 
its own God, or else 
power or being outside 
who holds the destiny 
Senator Lorimer of nations in the hollow of his 
declares that "such a man will .hand, and has nothing to do with 
not stoop to so low a level as to thfl workings oi nature or its laws. 
Ceco.no . bribe-taker or a bribe These are own views, granting 
that there is a God. But our own 
Bo! S u itor l.orimer not know views on the God question carry 
l^tmoil have professed a belief us just one step higher than this 

S h- 5hU J ^ -7 Wfl -n't believe 

prime on the calendar.' Docs he that any t.od ever created all tnia 
ool know that many a man has beautiful firmament that vve seej 
"one to the "allows U>"d gone above us, and this beautiful earth 
miltilvi nrofessin ga belief in the of ousr out of nothing. And as 
nihh"' Does he not know that 'he would have nothing to create 
, r nenitentiaries and infamous it out of (and you take nothing 
BUed with people pro-lfron nothing and nothing re- 
ESmi belief in the Bible? Does m „i„s), so we conclude that ttM* 
ih fie Senator not know that u . r was never created either by a 
*' 'rimes have been committed i ; 0 d 0 r any one else, but that it; 
Bible authority than WW* hll existed from time lnunernor- ( 

tied without >mih0T - UJld 1,hva >' 8 will; that 5? 

world of ours has come into exist- ( 
attempting to pass ,. I1( . e through a process of evolut-, 
Utah of foill of the to,, t | iat has been going on ad 
TTr,n Brown but we do positively iminitum : is still going on, and 
assort that 'a belief in the bible alway8 wi H ; that there never was 
fiZl eover to oovar" will not . ium . there was no time; 

mta him truthful nor honest, nor Uut matter and time have al- 
•T, , declaration in such belief wayB existed and always will. So 
'„,.,, he I, truthful or hon- y()U S ee that this precludes the 
!st Furthermore no court of law possibility or the necessity of any 
;'„ this ^.-called t'hristian country ,;„d eV er having had anything to 
would ice.'pl such testimony, but ^o with the creation of this world 
would KHUN S. natnr f.orim<T anyl hing in it. 
tint further evidence would be -jhe theory that 
necessarv to prove his contention. u , ( about 6,000 years ago and 




the busy bluff. 

T>e busy man enme huisln' 'I 

An' put us In el,- air; 
His equal hardly kin be found 

Fob trouble, anywhere! 
He rnme n-ralnln' such a fuss 

•Rout what lie have to say 
He I 

Is 



think i 



Vn' so we say: "Jes' cl'nr d.' road 
An' let 'lm work off steam." 

Jut when ynu t\KK<-rm out his wcrth 
l>l!> answers whut you git: 

le's hnut de busiest man on esrth. 
And ain't done nuffln' ylt! 



WANTED IT AT ONCE. 




Real Estate Agent (on shipboard)— 
Perhaps we can close that deal now 
for that little plot of land. What'll you 
offer an acre? 

Very Seasick Individual— I'll give 
you a thousand dollars an acre It 
you'll deliver It here now. 



Those Sissy Straws. 



leader of the wandering 
Hlfll bnnt" succeeded In gaining 
nn Interview with the proprietor of 
the fnshlonable restaurant. 

•nut. my man." expostulated the 
latter, noticing the seedy appearand 
of the dusty musk-Ian*. "I don't see 
how I can use your talent. Why. we 
only MofNB* orchestras direct from 
Hungary." 

"Veil, ve vas der nexd ding to It," 
responded the leader wlthoul a snille. 
'The next thing to it?" 
"Yah, meln herr. Ve vas nod an 
orchestra from Hungary, yed, but ve 
vas a hungry orchestra." 
And they got the Job. 



No Place for Him. 

An office seeker, meeting Mayor 
Oaynor of New York as he was walk- 
ing across the Brooklyn bridge, 
thought It would be a 
nlty to brace him for a Job. 

"Good morning, your honor," bf 
the man "I would consider it a g 
favor If you would—" 

The man got no further, for 
mayor looked him over and t 
"Good morning, sir. I know your 1 
but. I can't place J 




Evidently Pleased. 

"I suppose papu acted JuBt awful 
when you aBked him for my hand, 
didn't he?" queried the fair maid, who 
happened to be the eldest of six 
daughters 

"Well," answered the young man in 
the case, "he tried his best to control 
himself, but he displayed a 
toms of a man who had jt 
a letter froai h 

Plugging Along. 

"Well, and how are you getting 
along these days, Brother Smith?" 

"Just plugging along, deacon, Just 
plugging along." 

"I knew that." 

"How did you know It?" 

"You put a plugged quarter In the 
collection plate 8 



VERY DANGEROUS. 



more i 
with 
committ 
ityT 

We i 



Plugsy— Say, Mugs, when you come 
ter think of It, dis way or llvln' ain't 
so bad, after all, Is It? 

Mugsy— Yer bet yer life It ain't. Jest 
think of havln' to hustle a lot of fur- 
niture and kids aroun' dis time er 



Frank. 

"I d like to tell the truth." said one 
From affectation free, 
But If I did somebody else 



atention. 
MINNIE PAUL 



OUR OWN VIEWS. 

think ve have eternal life." He 

doesn't say they WILL Bad it, but ff,y Joel M. Berry, 

that they themselves thought they l„ the following we prop 
■night Our honest opinion would ^jy,. Mm n add s some, at le 
be that they would stand ten i onr () vvn views and our own 

chances to one of finding it out-jjons on some of the most interest- fifty millions y< 
side the Scriptures i-ahter than in j n „ a nd at the same time some ot ,„ do is to apply H 
it Mut in ease thev wished to 'the mo* difficult and aggravated sml u „d go ahead 
take a few lessons in necromnnev. topics Topics that have bothered ( |„ n f say there is 
such as raisin- the .lead to lifeJu,,. world's irivat-sl sei-ntsits for ,| lllt if there ii 

•ars. They w , ni ] )| lr bogniu 
t it se 



ated all things out of nothing is 
simply absurd. This world has 
beflO brought to what it is through 
I proaaH which scientists call 
Involution; in other words, thro' 
, constant change going on all the! 
iin.e.' 1 can notice quite a change 
in fiftv vears. What will it be in 1 
All 



The Modern Idea. 

"In the old days being wise meant 
the ability to answer all kinds of 
questions.'' 

"And in these days?" 

"It means the ability to get souie- 
ihing for nothing." 



c asting devils out of the people, 

bad 3m tmttag some in: neigbt- 

ofdiand performances, such as 
pretending to cure lepers, restor- 
in gsight to the blind, earing the 
deaf and dumb. etc.. then we > 



-eh of rea- 
Bol mind, 1 
. God ; 1 only 
MM, he is be- 

comp 



Meant 80. 

"My sister received shocking (re 
ment at the hospital which was 
highly recommended to us. 

"Indeed! How did that happen?' 

"She bad t > have application ol 
electric battery." 



I bail 



*i 



of man 



there being a God matters little to 
ns. We could not have lived any 
differenl life than we have had 
the heaveni been full of gods. We 



■ ai very day 1< 

1 impossible for the brain 

- to pnaaup thetn; and in most cases 
' those who have made the greatest 
effort to fathom the difficulty 
know the hast about it. In other 
- .words, the more they have tried 
know thev will'not be disappoint- 'the less tl.ev know, or again we^find ourself here without any 
ed. Tn two of the most prominent will say. they know pretty near .warning or preparation; we have 
eases reported of Jesus raising the M much ahoul it today as they filled o„r sphere m life to the best 
dead fexeept that of his own), he did before they commenced to in- 1 of our ability: we know that we 
states plainlv that the parties irn l nUjfltl Then when we say our must die: but. how many worlds 
"not <lead but sleepetli " The own views and opinions. W€ don't we may have lived in before we 
first case is the raieJag of the j nam the views and opinions of, came to this, we can't even eon- 
danghter of Jartaa, when Jema [ otheri that we have gathered no ieetura. One life at a time is all 

I we want. 



The Feminine Instinct. 

"What on earth made your mother 
bring home thut bundle ol feathers?" 

"I'm sure I don't know, dud, unless 
It was because she saw It marked 
'down.' " 



A Literal One. 
"Jagsby boasted that when he went 
home from the banquet at three In the 
morning his wife guve him a warm 



"So she did She threw hot water 



The Result. 

He— Woman suffrage is 10 be burled 
in the legislature 

She— Then the uMenalON will be 



something unusual this morning after 
leaving the house. 

Mrs. Shopleigh— Indeed! What was 
it? 

Mrs. Neighbors— He went up the 
street whistling. 

Mrs. Shopleigh — That reminds me. I 
forgot to ask him for any money be- 
fore he left. 



wnen we walk. 
_ t— Um— y-e-s; thaCa- the new 
kind of spring floor for dancing. 

Hotisehunter— And these stairs creak 
terribly. 

Agent— Y es; we furnlBh the new Mrs. Bug— Hey, there! what do you 
patent burglar alarm staircase with mean, smoking on my woodpile? 
out extra charge.- Punch. 



Plausible Theory. 

Hyker— A well-known 
claims that the older a man grows the 
smaller hlB brain becomes. 

Pyker— Well, that theory seems to 
offer the explanation. 

Hyker-Explanatlon of what? 

Pyker— Of why an eighteen-year-old 
boy knows more thun his father. 




Ample Test. 

The Insurance Agent— Sure your 
hean Isn't weak? 

The Insured One— Oh, yes, yes. 

The Agent— Ever test It? 

The Insured — Yes. Indeed. I watched 
a IHaatBI ball game with the score 



Retort Courteoua. 

The young man in the parlor scene 
was a K. of P. and the fair maid was 
examining the charm on his watch 
chain. 

"What do these letters, F. C. B.. 
stand for?" she queried. 

"FooIb cao't belong," he answered. 

"Then how did you ever succeed In 
Joining the order?" she asked. 




Chaff. 

"Sow the wind and you'll reap the 
whirlwind," said the moralizing per- 
son. 

"The weather man sows the rain 
and lets us reap the slush." remarked 
the individual with a borrowed urn- 



Not a Lover of Cold. 

"There are no cats In the 

. circle." 
"That's a 



"From my point or view It is a for- 
tunate thing for the cats." 



Proof of Its Power. 



believe In hypnotic power? 

Wedderly — I didn't until my wile 
came home with a necktie for me last 
week 1 hat u clerk had Induced her to 

purchase. 



Problem Solved. 



how the otlu-r half lives." quoted the 
Philadelphia woman. 
"On her alimony." replied the other 



Excuse These Tears. 

I fain would pralM II,.- days of 

Alas, whul bitter truth* are lole 



Alternate Rolet,. 

"No doubt you sometimes find it 
hard to be wlity, remarked n friend 
to an after-dluner speaker. 

"Yes," answered the celebrity. 
"Then I pretend to be wiae." 



He Has To. 



Not That Kind. 

"Did you seet where the railroads 
are advertising a broiler train?' 

That must be the one the chorus 
travels on." 



I know one man who leads u 
perfectly upright life " 
"Who Is he? A p' 



The Shady Side of Forty. 

Hairdresser -What shade will i 
madam have ze hair dyed this time? 
She (in a whisper)— Keep It durs,- 



To the Point. 

"What's his principal wantr 
"Want of principle." 



CAN MAN LIVE AGAIN? 

Illy Otto \Vetiste,,i.i 
M W« m riot. IMN t(» in<|uirc 

■raal ere prefer, but wtMri is true." 

Huxley. 

I have read and re-read witli 
int. use interest the (Mad lecture 

of OUreaee Datwr, published in 

your progressive journal, and 
now see that you have opened 
your columns for comments and 
criticisms. With your kind per- 
iiussioii I desire to OOMMOl as 
briefly us pilWiMl on the eom- 
menta and criticize the critics. 

Kirat, I must call .ittcntion to 
an inflexible rule which must gov- 
ern all in search of troth, and that 
is ahsolutdy to ignore sell'-inler- 
ests— preconceived opinions, cher- 
ished faiths, likes and dislikes, 
hopes and desires. In less this 
ndo is persistently ohserved, it 
will largely interfere with accur- 
ate reaeareh and obstruct the 
road leading to final truth. Says 
Dr. Cams in The Open Court: 
"Inquire into truth and the truth 

will paid* you. Accept the truth 

and love it, for the truth is always 
mod If the truth appears evil to 



nldm 



tag, 



nadentood it, ot 

that you have not yet fully made 
it. your own. The truth must In- 
come the very essence of your 
beinjr, — it) must he your inmost 
self." 

Second, to be consistent, those 
who are positive that they are in 
possession of the "only true 
faith." and find proof of such 
faith in the love of it, should nev- 
er enter the arena of debate, but 

remain itent in its undisturbed 

possession; because if argument, 
s ienee tad reason would prove 

the Invalidity of theit belief they 
would still 'cherish it as sacred, 
simply by virtue of th" infatuation 
with which they are possessed. 
This is the discipline of Roman- 
ism— the only method of a suc- 
cessful religion— blind obedience 
to a hierarchical authority 

But do our likes and dieiifcee 



rdei 



Is 



hie laws and operati 
not a terrible thought that our 
death-warrant is issued and signed 
even when we make our first de- 
,t in life 1 That we an- permitted 
lomparatively ouly a few 



rinkled and 
decrepit .' Thafl early decline ai 
dissolution is OUT inevitable fat 
Do we not love to live in health 
and vigor of body and mind, sur 
rounded by our loved ones, in our 
happy homes here on earth, and do 
v.e not intense); 

i» y » 



' But 



lite 



it I 



or nature ' Are not our plans frus- 
trated, our hopes blasted and our 
wishes unterly ignored I Death en- 
ters and rolw tiie precious babe 
iioni its mother's breast; the 
youth or loving daughter, upon 
whom, the father has lavished all 
his care ami affection, meet even a 
worse fate! Are our wishes con- 
cerning our highest interests con- 
sulted in the le.ust, our prayers 
prayers answered, our hopes real- 
ized.' No: 11 not liming the per- 
iod of that life of which alone we 
have, knowledge, what assurance 
have we that the argument from 
desire is based upon ditfereut 
^rounds in a life of which we have 
absolutely no knowledge at all.' 

The argument, then, that be- 
cause the old poet's poetry is 
"cheerless and hopeless" does not 
prove that it is not based upon 
truth. 

But how an honest mid true 
Christian can tind consolation in 
his or her faith and all it implies 
is to me a protound mystery, 
t hristianiu to me- w ho was rais- 
ed and " continued " a Christian— 



nlih 



have attempted to civilize it into 
.unity with the law of pro- 
gress and the higher culture of 

today, but these effort s must ever 
be in vain. It is precisely what it 
w as in the days of I he Popei; of 
Calvin and Edwards, or it has 
alrea.lv ceased to exist. Said the 

Rev. Dr. Raffle] 



: the 



chiti 



aade 



closed, th" hasp is U| 
on it anil sealed." 

Anil what is this •'Revelation.' ' 

Briefly told. "1 



■II I 



that hclievcth and is baptised shall 
he saved; but he that believeth 
not shall be damned." What this 

condition of the tinner will be we 

barn (Matt. 4-"J'J). "The htdl of 
tire;" 25 :4<». "Depart fiom nie ye 
cursed into everlastiiiL' lire;" 17- 
8, "It is good for thee to enter in- 



to life with one eye, rather than 
having two eyes, to lx' pa«t into 
the hell of fire:" 1 .1 : 50, "And 
shall cast them into the furni 
(ire; there shall l>e wailing and 
gnashing of teeth." Rev. 20:10, 
" And they shall lie i-rincnled day 
and night for ever and ever;" 
19:20, "The beaat and the false 
prophet, i why the poor beast t) 
were coal alive into the lake of 
fire that burnetii with brim- 
stone;" 14:10, "He shall be tor- 
mented with fire an I brimstone • 
••• and the smoke of their tor- 
ment goeth up ferevor and e 
L'l :8, "Bui f'>r the unbelie 

Huxley, Spencer, Swing 
'such') their part, shall be in the 
lake that burnetii wilh brim- 
stone and lire," ete. <>n the last 
page of the hoary hook we read 

And if any man shall take away 
from the words of t'he- DOOR of this 
prophesy, Cod shall take away hie 
pari out of the Book of Life," 

This is the "cheerful and hope- 
ful" faith in which poor and de- 
luded Christians yet glory and 
revel ! This is Christianity pure 
Rnd unalloyed, as it is today 
preached by the Church of 
as Calvin, Wesley and Ivlwards 
preached it. and as all consistent 
and true Christiana of the < 

sel I preach it today; and t 

believers must believe — every 
word of it* — or they forthwith 
eease to be Christians! 

Said the Rev Dr. Talmadge 
"The Bible speaks of the wrath of 
God oftener than of his love; and 
yet ninety-eight oat of a hundred 
sermons are on the love of God. 
11 two are preached on His wrath 
i ne preacner is called sulphuric. 
American preaching needs recon- 
Btr notion. It has not backbone 
enough to .show iortb. the whole 
MDle. God plainly says 56 times 
there is a hell uurniug. It has now 
been burning a long time and has 
prooaoly grown hotter and hotter 
witn its victim**. The probability 
is that, even in this bouse before 
me, me solne who will spend 
eternity in the low, world. tfou 
may shuttle ott the whole subject 
from your attention, but your im- 
penitent course is leading you to 
hell a.s surtjly as rullon Street 
leads you te Fulton rerry. 

.um tne lies, iwr. .\ioody: "We 
must belie vei the whole, thing. It 

anus or tills together.'' Men 



do not believe the 
j wile or of Jonah 
... jU bejjeye then) 

h as 1 do that the cross w 
rested on Calvary. The idea of 
en reading with a knife in their 
lands, cutting out what they 
don't like! The short way is to 
give up the whole thing. 

And the Rev. Dr. Anderson; "If 
the Word does not express the 
idea of un. nding punishment of 
the wicked, then it does not prove 
the unending happiness of the 
righteous. 

And such expressions of honest 
souls— of men whose minds are 
not biased and corrupted by vain 
desire, and whose belief 
fashioned upon their own sense 
Of right and wrong, but upon an 
absolute, uiitl inching faith in 
those doctrines taught by the en- 
,u, church for eighteen centuries 
■UCh sentiments I could ipiote un- 
til your columns were running 
over full-all in testimony that 
the real fundamental doctrine of 
( hristiainty is a literal hell 

What, indeed, la comes of this 
faith with a hell left out .' A 
(able, a lie— a crime. If Christ is 
uot a ueeessty to save sinners 
from hell, his sacrifice was atro- 
rious murder And if the disciples 
of the "new theology" have a 
hell with iot- 
as safely dts- 
i Cod. Human 
fallibility then lakes the place of 
"Divine infallibility ;" and for 
ihe gospels according to Mat- 
thew, Luke and John. Tom, Diek 
id Harry may substitute theirs. 
,w this revised religion may, 
id no doubt is, a great iinprove- 
VtA on the old, and more cheer- 
.J and pleasant. hut this is the 
point I want to make- IT IS NOT 
HM8TIANITYI It is not a 
■ ligion of Cod. but of man. It is 

ot authoritative, but speculative, 

and hence a very poor religion to 
mid a faith or hope upon. 

The Bible 
. Parka 



[ngei 



dl. 



Ker 



■ Tb 



JOgUnd and all tin- world's great 

st preaehen have done, the quee- 

lion arises, can Theism and spir- 
laintaiiied by science. 



ie can so maintain it. She says 

Nothing dies in nature; the 

Offer live! in another form;" 
which is a very grievous error. 
All forma of matter arc mutable. 
Hie Sowar is but a form of matter 
hence when the material com- 
posing the Sower has rotted on 



the ground, mingled with 
elements and asannned a hew form 
the original form has vanished 
forever. Forma of matter— or- 
ganic or inorganic— have no ex- 
istence per ae; their constituent* 
alone are entities; theae survive 
forever, are immortal— not the 
form they assumed. 

Forms of matter change con- 
tinually, like a vast kaleidoscope 
in perpetual motion : nature is eye 
changing in form and every form 
so changes; tfhe infinitesimal small 
atom alone (instead of proud man 
or woman) is endowed with the 
grand prerogative of immortality. 

The flower which blooms again 
and again, the seed which brings 
forth new flowers, are analogous 
to parent* and their children- 
new forn» spring from the pres- 
ent, but as the parent eventually 
dies, so eventually dice the bush, 
the tree, world, stars, suna and 
system*, all begin, all end. The 
material alone ia eternal, and pos- 
sessing itself all the physical and 
chemical attributes of infinite dif- 
ferentiations, affinities and poten- 
cies to create every known form 
of life, they need no creator to 
manipulate and form them as a 
potter doea the clay. 

"The notion of 
icturer and artiti- 
raisea the doubt 
whether those who entertain it 
were ever really penetrated by 
the solemnity of the problem for 
which they offer auch a solution." 

Man is but a form of matter. 
This particular form constitutes, 
originates and is man. Mian is 
the form and the form is 
When the form is destroyed man 
vanishes — "The flower 
blown forever diea." 

The argument that 
matter is indestructible, "spirit' 
must be also indestructible, falls 
to thw ground because the matter 
and "spirit ' have nothing " 
common. We might as well argue 
that because matter is indestruc- 
tible a watch must also be. Tc 
establish an analogy man would 
have to be indestructible, then it 
would follow that his "spirit" is 
indestructible also. 

In closing, 1 submit the follow- 
ing problem: If a man were 
seated on a keg ol dynamite and 
tiie latter should explode, blow- 
ing Uie man into atoms, t>y vir- 



A CONTENTED LOAFER. 




Ii kind to such a* he. 




Boatonlan— And what. I ask. la the 
price of freedom? 
Chlcaaoan- 



told hii wife 
'Bout r B'.mettiIn« he had dona, 

— *he only reason why 



Knew HI* Lesson. 
Ttaa class In philosophy was at the 
post. 

"Ho* many kinds of force have 
weT" aBked the professor. 

"Three, sir," answered the youth at 
the p«dal extremity of the bunch. 

"Name them," said the professor. 

"Bodily force, mental force and th 
police force," was the reply. 



survive, 
"spirit realms " rejoicing/ 

WHAT IS ORTHODOXY? 

. (Byl'erry Engle.) 

Oliver I'ugh, at Zion City, was 
uitteii by a rattlesnake, and true 
reed, refused to take any 
antidotal, and died in agony after 
■offering sixty hours. He relied on 
prayers to cure him. Voliva and 
others prayed unceasingly for 
ham lligh was a deacon. We 
have had more faith in 
,ld Bourbon than in all their 
I. Would not a policy in 
a good life insurance company be 

more effectual in paying oft' ■ 
mortgage than prayers? 

Who was the father of Jesus? 
Will some Christian tell'.' Mary 
OUghl to know something about it- 
She said : "Son, why hast thou 
iaalt with us.' Behold, thy father 
ml I have sought thee sorrow 

WANTED To Bod ■ Carietian 

rha believes that Jesus was im- 
Htealately conceived. That a per- 
, ul al devil took Jeana op bodily 
ml sat him on a church steeple: 
'hat JeaUl had devils cast out to 
nter pigs, to be drowned in the 

Th a | (he ravens fed Klljah 

bread and Bah; That (bul took a 
rib out of Adam to create Eve; In 
Ihe story of the Ark and the De- 
luge; that the sun and moon 

obeyed Joshua ; That (bul snd.Ja- 

D 0b wrestled and that Jacob had 
his hip dislocated. Jacob ought 

o have tried fiotsch first. 
Christians once believed that 

he last eleven verses of the 16th 
lhapter oi Mark was inspired: 
now they are thrown out of the 

Revised Version 



Hla Fife (at breakfast) — I don't e 
how I can possibly spare the time 
go to the theater this afternoon, but 
I've Just got to manage it some way. 

Her Husband — Is it really necessary 
that you should go? 

of course It Is. They 



Decelverl 

Mrs —You're a deceiving brute! 
Mr— Why. darling! What do you 

mean? 

Mrs— Didn't you quit drinking on 
New Year's day? And here you are 



Wonderful. 
Infant Prodigy, 1913 (who has Just 
been presented to the president on 
Sunday afternoon)— President Lowell, 
did you know that If you rolled a 
marble off a table it would describe a 
parabola that would never be per- 
fect? — Harvard Lampoon. 




OOO FENNEL 



THE ORIENT 



Charles Chilton Moore. 

i a young man the author had 
out to walk through tho Holy 
on foot. Reaching; Paris he gave 
Journey and returned home. He 
• the trip by rait and boat ahnui 
e years before hla death This book 
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Fate's Little Joke. 

We read the n 
Sold for a kingly m 



Easy Way Out of It. 

"I wonder what a Christian Scien- 
tist would say If he happened to fall 
out of a balloon?" 

"He'd Insist that there Is no such 
place as up, and therefore he couldn't 
possibly have come down." 



Sign of Cleverness. 

Mabel — I hear your brother Johnnie 
Is going to the art school. 

Susie— Yes, and he's the cleverest 
thing. Why, he drew a picture of me 
yesterday and It looks Just like me. 



Aa Pa See. It. 

Little Willie— Say, pa, what Is a 
government weather prophet? 

Pa— A government weather prophet, 
my Bon. 1* a man who profits by big 




that's one of the stand Ing 



A broken 
Which mi* 

World wit 
Next day h< 



We hold our breath- 
Tomorrow 'twill 
Be soma one's dirk; 



A DOUBLE REASON. 




Teacher— Why did you remain away 
from school. Johnny? 

Johny— Pa broke his leg. 

Teacher— Well, that should not have 
kept you away. 

Johnny— Yes; but be broke It In 




Feminine Logic. 

His Wife— John, I wish you would 
give up that old pipe. If you must 
smoke, try cigars for a change 

Her Husband— But why do you 
want me to give up my pipe? 

His Wife— Well. I thought It might 
enable you to cut out the pipe dreams 
and make good. 



Too Much So. 

Lynne — Have you heard why the 
milkman was arrested? 

Lyons — Yes; his dairy was too sani- 
tary 

Lynne — Too sanitary? How could It 
be too sanitary? 

Lyons — He used too much water. 



Making Him Think. 
"But what shall we do." he asked, 
doubtfully, "If your father refuses to 
give his consent?" 

"Oh," she replied, cheerily, "you 
needn't worry about that. Father will 
glad enough to get rid of me." 



The Difference. 

It Is said that at an attempted rob 
bery on Beacon street, aa the thief 
was about to gain entrance, a Boston 
woman cried: "Who are you?" while 
her sister from Chicago screan 
"Well, what do you know? "—Harvard 
Lampoon. 



Not Explicit. 

"Have you anything in oil, suitable 
for the dining room?" asked the lady 
shopper In a department store. 

"Certainly, madam," replied 
floorwalker. "Which would you ill 
floor oil, salad oil. oil paintingi 
sardines?" 



WORTH RESPECTING. 




Indignant Customer— Do you respect 
the law? 

Head of Trust— 1 ought to. 1 paid 
125,000 to get It passed. 



A lot of lazy p 



■ It ought not to cost so much to 
have detective work done." 
"Why not?" 

" Because all a detective needs is a 
scent" 



asplr«\" I sHld to the despondent air 
ship cha.nplon; "you have flown farth- 
er and higher than any of your com- 
petitors, and your ship has carried 
five times as many pasengers as 
theirs. I should think you would be 



A look of infinite longing Bhndowed 
the man's Intellectual and dnring 
countenance. "Alas!" he sighed. "My 
achievements can never bo complete 
anil I can never be contented until 
people can say of me that I was the 
first man to sail an airship through 
the completed Panama canal." 



"All right." replied the wife, "on 
condition that you do not begin the 
way you used to preface your business 

"How's that?" he asked surprised. 
"What did I use to begin with?" 

'" "Please come and take my dicta- 
tion." she quoted. 



It was at a private reception. A 
young woman had Just finished a vocal 
stunt. 

"What do you think of her singing?" 
asked the hostess of a guest. 

"Not bad," replied the mere man, 
"but she has a metallic voice." 



Slightly Mixed. 

"Can I get the silver service for the 
Are department?" inquired a young 
man at the free library. 

"The what?" asked the girl at the 
desk. 

" The silver service Tor the are de- 
partment—the questions they ask you 
hen you take the silver service ex- 




She — How much Is h 
worth? 

He— That depends upon who kills 
him. 




It Depends. 

"When anybody is presented at 
court, pop, who presents them?" 

"It depends altogether on whether 
the function is legal or social, my son. 
Sometimes it is a great lord or lady, 
and sometimes It Is the grand Jury." 



Natural Pride. 

"You'll pardon me. I hope, but I 
can t help feeling a trifle chesty." 

" What's the matter? Did somebody 
pay you a compliment?' 

"No; I've Just closed a deal for a 
pound of steak." 



The New Literary Field. 

"Who's that billionaire with the big 
touring car and the two extra tires?" 

"That's Tennyson Binks. He's the 
fellow who invents the personal and 
private memoirs of the world's great 
featherweights." 



"Do you believe anyone can bring 
about the levltation of tables by means 
of spirits?" 

"Certainly. If they get to falling too 
heavily under them and try too hard 
to get up." 



"Can I make speed on this type- 
writer?" 

"My dear sir. this machine Is so 
speedy that we have equipped It with 
a honk-honk horn Instead of a bell." 



a life on the 
rolling deep?" 

■ First rate, if a fellow could leave 
his stomach on shore." 



Exactly Her Status. 

"The Youngfellowa' baby Is a girl." 
"Then the child Is a climax In the 



The Natural Kind. 

"I see the Pittsburg theaters a 

"Such bad business?" 
"No; flooding troin t 
Ice taj the rivers." 



THE BASIS OF CHRISTIANITY 



pitiful " "1 am afraid," said 
he. "I iiuiy lie MM of those who 
shall bt damned." Asked ffU 
he meant, lit* replied: "Sent ti 
lu ll, mid punished everlnsi inith . ' 
When such n man. with his crren 
hrain. M«ld l*> so enslave I hv tin 
irensonalile and sill; 



IMTstition ever put forth by priest- 
craft. MM of our wonder must 
de|vart when we think of its ac- 
ceptance by the ignorant masses, 
whose thinking faculties were 
never cultivated. Hut .lohnson 
must have been enslaved by it 
his childhood, else it could n<-\ 
have gotten a grip on his great 
mind. 

/ And the same with Sir Isaac 

) Newton, who with his wonderful 
intellect. Mas all his life enslaved 
by thiit hell-tire relipion. built on 
Adam and original sin. 
Science has proven that. Adan; 
and Eve origin of the hum, 
by excavations made with the 
spade, to be utterly false, for be- 
nflKtfc the surfac-e of this old 
earth evidence of civilized races 
Mint lived 16,000 years ago have 
bean found; and only the imagin- 
ation of man can cover the period 
of time necessary to produce 
civilized people from primiti 
befog! in human form NO nu 
Iras the least idea when mort 
man first ap|>eared on this earl 
and all efforts to tind out are U 
Wiling, because the surface of 
The earth is constantly ohaogfog, 
an id where water exists today WBi 

muse land throbbing 1 with life b 

all its varied forms Human lift 
may have existed for millions Ol 
years, and it is tint univasonalile 
IB suppose it has- but W 
have indisputable knowledge of 
civilized nations Iti.tHKl years ago, 
that alone is sufficient to put the 
quietus on the truth of < hi M ian- 

ity and its dogmas. which cannot 
stand for an instant when 

origin is traced to ■ mythical 

Adam who appeared less than 
7,000 yen™ ago And yet Christ 
ians fO on teaching these false- 
hoods, and such | rciuarkalilc man 
in some respects as Theodore 

Roosevelt profeaaea belief in them. 

There is not a dogma of ( Ihriat- 
ianity. or I sat isfactory<| claim it 
advnneea, that can stand for one 
moment before the light of reason 
and fhc revealments of aeienee; 
yet it lives on and on. beeause it 
is forced into children, and the 
naaaatM neither think nor investi- 
gate its absurdities. All govern- 
mtata are partial to religion and 
religious beliefs because they help 



bin <>f being too affectionate 
wnrd feminine members of his' 4 
lock. It seems that when a pas- 1| 
tor and his wife fail to agree, the y 
trouble is always "jealousy." 
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"white-washed 



■ction 
Our present 
White House 
rightly termed 

I nfiih-l. " that is. a i nnariaii. wum 
rejects hell unul the Trinity— a re- 
jection that destroys the vital part 
of Christianity; and yet he is a 

I xter for that mind-paralyzer 

in frequent public addresses. 
William Jenninge Bryan is now 

a Presbyterian elder, if press re- 
ports are correct, and he professes 
1,. swallow the Bible whole and to 
beiiera God damned the world 
through Adam, and is trying to 

save it through 



lie. 



id t 



•efo 



how great and brilliant a ma 
in any department ol life, when I 
see him shutting his eyes to the 
revealmeuta of aeienee; oloaing his 
ears to the voice of reason, and 
professing to be a believer in 
Christianity, he cannot escape be- 
ing labeled a hypocrite or a afa» 
pfoton, for hia actions demonstrate 
be is one or the other. 

When the foundation of Christ- 
ianilv is destroyed by the discov- 
ery Of a civilized people who lived 
8,000 years before Adam and Kve, 
reason and common sense should 
lead all who DM them to let go 
of the rotten fake and break 
away; but human nature is nol 
prone to do such tilings, as the 
records of tlie past reveal j for af- 
ter the gods of mythology were 
known to be only phantoms of 
the mind, they were a thoua 
years dying out in the superstition- 
BtoafWd iniuds of the masses 

So we can believe without much 
effort that Christianity will be 
long time dying, though its foun- 
dation is destroyed, and not only 
Adam,, but Jesus and Jehovah are 
kiiown to be myths. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 

BT. LOUIS NEWS. 

(By Minnie Paul.) 

Judge Wurdeman dismissed the 
divorce suit of Mrs. Hewson, \ ' 
was sueing Rev. Karl Hewson, 
also dismissed the cross bill of the 
Ucverend. declaring tiliat both 
iraM at fault. The Rev. Hewson 
is pastor of the Reber Place Con- 
■ 'relational Church and is as anx- 
ious to he freed from Mr* H«w- 



ber husband employing a male 
stenographer, but the preacher's 

wife cannot insist on a ma I n- 

g legation. By doing so she would 
lose licr "bread and butter,'" as 
there are no "male congregat- 
ions" to be had. 

Mrs. I>ora E. Doxey, who has 
been released after having been i 
tried for murdering a man with) 
whom she had contracted a big- J 
anion marriage, has returned 
Columbus. Neb., where she nndj* 
her husband were formerly 
prominent' in church work. T _ 

Doxey, who was held as aa ae- X 

complice, has been released fro 
jail and has also returned from 1 ' 
Columbus. It is rumored that ^ 
there will be a reconciliatioi 
though Mrs. Doxey on the witnet 
stand accused her husband of « 
cruel treatment and of making no 

efforts to cure her of the morph- 
ine habit. Since the doctor and 

hia wife are both Christiana, it is 
probable thai they will "kiss and: 

make up" and enter again into 
choral) work. 

It is hardly probable that the 
relatives of Knler (the dead man 

bigaanona husband) are convinced 

Of Mrs. Doxey "s innocence and 
some citizens may wonder at her 
freakish memory. At the trial she incut member of the church 
remembered quite distinctly what member of the school board 
beeaaat of a blackberry pie she Christmas the church has an ci 
baked a year ago. but could not tertafoment and tree. 
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. public 



ranaenaber baring married Brd< 
-though the prosecution had the 
necessary proof in court. The 
writier. who has baked many 
blackberry pies, but neve; had a 
(Hiding day. is inclined to think 
that 



eral 

days before Christmas the Sun- 
day Srhool pupils, being pupils 
Of the public, school, are trained 
tor the church entertainment. The 
aehool pupils that do not happen 
to be pupils of the Sunday-school 

hav,- tn swallow the doae whether 
most lasting impression. Hut the they want to or not. The pur* 
memories of Christians are very 1 pose of giving the training 
complex and past finding < ill. this way is to enable the laaeher 
They can forget or remember var-j— who tenches in both public and 
ious parts if the B;ble, at Will — i Sunday School— to economize 
even the n.vacher fomrta that Hum, and find some leisure foi 
Christ li.'.l to saw sinners slaughter of birds and rabbit 
while be 3O0a <.n co'is:.'ning in- also saves fuel for the church to 
fanfa to hell . be tells you thai 
salvation is ft v." then pass, s 
around the hat. 



have this training done at the 
school house, which is heated with 
fuel paid for by the tax-payers, 
regardless of religion, eel or col- 
or. I "take off my hat" to 
Doggett. and if he sees this I \ 

ould write a two-column ar- 
for tlie Blade, which I know 
ditto would gladly publish. 



fanner near Poplar Bluff, 

thinking that Bailey 'a conwl had ... 

;aused the elements to destroy higjhe 
■ro|)s and that, it would soon 
itroy the earth, put a bullet 
lis head with fatal result. ( 
more victim of superstition! One (M-onoinic one. he would not have 
more human sacriricee to a blood- the Bible taught in the public 
thirsty god! ( schools. Our youngsters need to 

•••••• ^ _ he taught how to live in this 

actress. Minni" ~" Maddern world, not how to sing hallelujah 
comes out for humane in a very uncertain future world: 
ent of wild animals, in a they need to be taught to earn 
mi of ex- 1 'resident Itoose- their bread and tio joy in the 
bloody pleasure trip that earning, not how to pray for it, 
has just drawn to a close. Mrs. or beg for it. 

ice can And i senae for una- •••••• 

•ing dumb animals for no pur-] The following was "lipped from 
pose other than pleasure, and n St. Louis paper: 

it think that the example 
set by our BX-Preaident to the No Bible in the Public Schools, 
outh of this nation is a humane 

tie. Yet if .Mrs. Flake will read 1 

the Bible she will find that Ted- '|„ the Bitter: 
dys slaying is supported by the - That the aahelan 
"holy word." She will find that schools aire nov 
Old book bloodier than any path w j t |, their studies, n 
ever trod by hunter or cannibal, teacher will admit For this 
I'erliiips ear "strenuous citizen" S(lll jf ,„, o1 '1, ( . 1 . ) the Bible shoidd 
is a closer Bible student than the,,,,,, |„. af Jded to the curriculum. 

talented aetreaa. dea, our public achools arc 

for the purpose of disseminating 
In an address before the St. knowledge, and not for pfenmnt 
Louis Sunday School Association, ,,.„;,,,, , |„., ,,j,. s Millions of dol- 
lar. Dr. Henry P. ( ope. of Chi- |ars .„.,. spi . Ilt in this ( . 0UII try 
ago. general secretary of the Ke- V( . iir |v for building churches. An- 
lignais Kdiirational Association, „, )„.,. ,. x |M . n ,|it ore of money 

said: 'Any attempt to get the! j s used for the salaries of the men 
public schools to teneh the Bible | wllo gjj ,i l( . ir ,„,],,„;«. whose sole 
shirk our respon- Ibunfaean it is to teach mankind all 



i the pub 

o\rrt a\ed 

every 



sibility for the religious education 
of our own, and the resjion sibility 
for leaching the Bfbla in the pub- 
lic schools in the life of today be- Sll .,. , 

longs to the church." Dr. Cope1 w jf M j >: 
BjAroeataa I graded Sunday-school ( 

along the preaant lines of our eV(in 

graded public schools. Dr. Cope | um y' 
perlnips realizes that the different f, 

dennminationa aarer could agree \ IHIIL 

on the reading of the Bible in the ,!,,„'„ ,,, Mj, M i,. ni christian" 
publi. schools us each church | ,.,„.,._ Thl . |)(M)|) | ( . |1J1V Uxe8 to 
its own mpporf the public ael la, that 



ranehaa of religion. If people 
isli to forget that they are living 
the Twentieth Century and di 
v to befuddle flu- minds of thei 
spring with ancient and obse- 

e Aeoriea, there is a church for 
cry branch of the subject they 
iy wish their children posted 
the spiritualism of Abra- 

Moses and the Prophets, 



AN APPEAL 



We, the undersigned, address yoi 
M intcre-st of humanity, and iu c 



ould want to teneh 

translation — but if he can help the;t n eii 
bAdela and dews to keep the Bi- 

| out of the public schools, he 
ill not have lived in vain. 

Tin- eneloaed clipping I took 
from i St. Louis paper and 
think it. merits a place, in toto, in 
The Blade. This fellow Doggett 
is a "dog-gone" good one to get 
into our ranks, even if he does 
put doctor of divinity (D. D.) in 
front of his name. Mr. Doggett 's 
letter reratnda me of an occur- 
rence that takes place annually 
near St. Louis. At a little sta, per. 



hildrei 
1 1 and | 



the, 



ictii 



learn 

■dodge 



I). I). DOGGETT 



Headers of the Ulade have no 
doubt, remarked upon the excel- 
lent qualiey of tl n tents of 

the paj>er for the past month or 
mtore. It is our intention to keep 
if up t0 this high standard. Help 
the work by dll eating the atten- 
tion of your friends to the pa- 



have died for human lib-rty. 
lieve that such a cause will 
strongly appeal to you. We are mem 
liers of the Indiana RsttoS&Uat taso< 
ofatlon, The Huckeye Secular t'nion. 
The American Secular Cnion. the na- 
tional Association of America, the In- 
ilrp.'ndcnt Hi'liL'ion^ Soeietv of Chicago, 
and the Paine Historical Society; and 
lUkscribers to all the leading Free- 
kboMajbt papers in America. We urg? 

>r more Freethought societies, and 
subscribe for one or more Free- 
thought papers. We are perfectly sure 
if you do so that future generation* 
ill sing your praises and call 
eased. You will also have the proud 
itisfaction of seeing the stair 
ramparts of the motley hoati 
of freedom waving upon the dismantled 
ramparts of the motley hosts of super- 
stition. 

We make this appeals in full .»»nfi 
denae that you wil help with juur time 
and your money in the holy warfare of 
science against the priests of Jehovah. 
King, tryants, popes and priests in all 
ages of the world, perceiving the bene- 
fits and power which came from organ- 

If gode and devils and priests, the 
only enemies of the race, are ever over- 
thrown, it must be done by organized 
Rntionaiism. There is no example in 
the whole history of the world where an 
organ ized priesthood ever relaxed itc 
fiendish grip from the throat of liberty. 
The BtbJopfaa could change his akin 
u ml the leopard his spots as easily aa a 
Pope or a priest could become a lover 
of humanity and freedom. 

We therefore beseech all Rationalists 

••■I one of you — to get together in 
a cum pact organization, and help to 
inaugurate a reign of reason in the 
Republic bequeathed to us by Jefferson, 
RattM and Franklin. 

The vile old strumpet of orthodox 
religion aits in the palaces and parlors 
of the world, and cumpels mankind to 
do her bidding and to pay her homage. 
By the perfect organization of her ig- 
norant dupes, she compels our politic- 
ians and our su-ctalled statesmen to 
baaSM lar panderers, procurers and 
tuuls fur her infamous uses. This vile 
uld hag intrudes herself at every birth, 
and at every death, at every I 
and iu our schools with her dismal 
crooning; and would if unrestrained do 
as .-.In- has done in other lands where | 
unre»lraiucd and opposed. She would I 
make of our own fair Columbia a det» 
|Kjti»iii like that of Russia or Spain. 
Tie- freethinkers actually outnumber 
tbjt (ONM ul superstition fully two to 
one; and if we were but organized we 
could easily rid uur land of priestly 
rule and tyranny. Ladies and gentle- 
men, let ut organize and get busy. 

DR. T. J. BOWLBft, 

Pre* Induma Rationalist Association. 
WM. Y. HICK, 
SCI 1 1 YI.KK UTOL RETTE. 

john a mm, 

JOHN H. PRINCE, 



rnthusiaiiii of the organized forces of 
MSNMtMaa. TIM Cetkoliei Ot Indian- 
apolis recently raised a pile of money 
for a •nobody knows what" fund, 
less than a week the Presbyterians of 
the same city raised 111,000 for a 
ehureli building. There are now 
churches in the city. A young Catholic 
tells me he makes $1500 a year solicit- 
ing subscriptions for a Catholic news- 
paper. There tM MOtW ot prosperous 
Catholic and Protestant papers, sup- 
ported by puliiic patronise and by en- 
dowment simply because they are ro 
ligious papers. 

It is human nature thai we acquire 
love for a cause by working and sacri- 
ficing for it. As lovers of ital liber- 

If there is a Freethought society near, 
let ei lets it. U none, let us organize 
one. Three energetic Freethinkers in a 
township means that soon there will 
lie twenty. I know for I've tried it. 

Did you ever hear of a wealthy Free- 
Uiought editor? It is a constant won- 
der how some of our excellent and brave 
papers exist, the way they are negli 
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presentation of the 
problem ot the Woman In Business. 

TUB WfiBBL OF LIFB 

A monthly periodical. It deals with 
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of Religion, of Brotherhood, of tt" 
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